An Ohio League. by Blair, H. B.
It is obvious that the growth and general development of
the Association is to present new problems which so far as
may be should be anticipated. The sections, particularly in
medicine and surgery, are and are destined to be still more
attended to a degree that makes the complete usefulness diffi-
cult to achieve.
The presentation of the formal paper necessarily is acquir-
ing a greater prominence and the discussion by the general
profession, which in former days was one of the chief pleas-
ures, to say the least, of the session, is becoming more diffi-
cult and distinctly less a feature. It serves to direct atten¬
tion very distinctly to the character, not only of the papers
produced, but also of the presentation thereof.
It is common observation that many members who read
papers have entirely neglected the rhetorical quality neeessary
to present their views. One does not refer to the matter of
startling impression through rhetoric, but to the desirable end
of being comprehensible. For the most part this is due to
faulty reading. Many elements enter into this. Many men
are inexperienced, many are unfamiliar with their subject
matter, and few have naturally insufficient voice, but most
have tricks of enunciation and modulation of the voice which
are utterly unsuited for presentation of serious matter to large
gatherings in large spaces.
This is not a trivial matter, but a matter of the deepest
importance, not only so far as regards the individual, but as
concerning the rights of the audience to entertainment and in¬
struction. No one has the right to take the time of a section
or a general meeting in presenting a paper read either so rap¬
idly, so indistinctly, or so stumblingly as to be painful to the
great majority of the audience trying to listen.
No man need be so embarrassed as to make his inexperience
an insuperable obstacle; no man need be at all unfamiliar with
his paper, and there is no voice which under proper and con¬
siderate management can not be made to do effective service.
This does not apply to the members of minor prominence in
the Association. If one could mention names it would be found
to touch most pointedly many of the members whose opinions
and influence in medical affairs are most sought for and
needed.
Let every individual who has participated in the Boston ses¬
sion take it to himself and consider whether, in presenting his
contribution, he has done full justice to the audience in this
respect. B.
An Ohio League.
Sidney, Ohio, June 11, 1906.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Theletters and other matter in recent num-
bers of The Journal which refer to the practice of church
papers in giving place to advertisements of nostrums indicate
a commendable interest.
It seems difficult to account for the apathy of clergymen of
all denominations on this subject. The only rational explana-
tion is that these men have not been aroused to a proper
sense of the enormity of the evil. Either the family physician
has not taken his brother of the clergy in hand and given
him proper information, or individual effort has counted for
little. Believing the latter to be the true reason, an effort
was made at the annual meeting of the Ohio State Medical
Society, held at Canton, to effect an organization of medical
men who are interested in church work, for the purpose of
doing by united action what can not be done by individuals
alone. It is called "The League of Members and Adherents of
Churches for the Suppression of Fraudulent Advertising in
Church Publications."
In its constitution or declaration of principles the league
states its object to be the enlistment of all moral and re¬
ligious forces for the protection of the people, and the enforce¬
ment of such legal measures as seem necessary and proper.
Its aim is to organize auxiliary societies in every county of
the state, to be composed of physicians, lawyers, ministers,
teachers and other educated persons, women's clubs and other
societies. These local associations are expected to distribute
literature and to secure lecturers, and in every legitimate way
to seek to enlighten the minds of the people and to prevent
their exploitation by charlatans and fakers. In this way every
clergyman will be brought to· face the fact of his responsibil¬ity in permitting his OAvn people to be defrauded and deceived.
Church organizations, conferences, presbyteries, synods, asso¬
ciations, and other courts Avili soon take such steps as will
reform this blot on our Christian civilization.
If this plan of campaign appeals to medical men in other
states as it does to those of Ohio, a great impetus to the
work will be given by early organization in every county in
every state in the Union. United efforts alone can bring suc¬
cess—especially when the attack commences as it must ere
long—on secular papers. The Great American Fraud is too
strongly intrenched behind a fortress of unlimited eapital to
surrender without a gigantic struggle.
The condition which confronts us is one largely of our own
making. Too long have we neglected the education of the
people. Our allegiance to God and our duty to humanity calls
for this work of redemption.
Already a large number of members of churches and others
have joined this league.
Correspondence is invited by the executive committee:
D. R. Silver, Sidney,
H. B. Blair, Lebanon,
E. W. Mitchel, Cincinnati,
J. C. M. Floyd, Steubenville,
Hugh F. Lorimer, Chillicothe.
Nitroglycerin in Pneumonia.
St. Louis, June 20, 1906.
To the Editor:\p=m-\The caustic criticism of the practice of
using nitroglycerin in the treatment of pneumonia, in the
article on "The Treatment of Lobar Pneumonia," by E. Rus-
sell Zemp, in The Journal, May 26, calls for some defense of
a valuable but much abused and misused drug. Dr. Zemp
states dogmatically that "nitroglycerin most certainly para-
lyzes the pneumogastric and the respiratory and vasomotor
systems," also that "no one who clearly understands the phy-
siologic action of this drug can be excused for killing a patient
with pneumonia by its use."
As a matter of fact, the physiologic action of nitroglycerin
has not as yet been clearly established. The recent study of
the drug by Dr. H. P. Loomis, "Limitations of the Value of
Nitroglycerin as a Therapeutic Agent," Med. Record, 1905.
No. 11, p. 411, corroborates the commonly accepted opinion
that it causes an acceleration of the heart's action and a
dilatation of the peripheral arteries. The notion that it canses
a fall in blood pressure, he proves to be unfounded and erro¬
neous. His experiments show that instead of a fall a slight
rise in pressure is recorded by the sphygmomanometer.
I do not Avish to be understood as advocating the routine use
of nitroglycerin in the treatment of pneumonia, but I am
convinced that it is of great benefit in the collapse following
the crisis. It is especially indicated in the extreme cases in
Avhich the medullarj' centers are obtunded and pulmonary
edema ensues, the heart muscle weakens, the extremities be¬
come cool and the skin cyanosed. In a number of cases in this
condition, while full doses of strychnin, digitalin and normal
saline solution were being administered, I have obserA'ed re¬
markable improvement to follow the addition of nitroglycerin.It should be given in the form of spirits of glonoin (U. S. P.,
1890) dropped on the tongue every half hour (average dose,
three drops), gradually AvithdraAving the drug after the de¬
sired result is produced.
As to the manner in which it acts, Dr. Loomis suggests that
"it causes intrinsic changes in the circulation, increasing the
supply of blood to the respiratory centers in the medulla, thus
stimulating them."
I believe it to be a safe, quickly absorbed, rapidly diffused
stimulant, tending to restore the circulatory equilibrium and
especially A'aluable in the treatment of collapse.
Horace W. Soper, M.D.
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A Correction to the Minutes of the House of Delegates.
Dr. Alexander R. Craig of Pennsylvania, chairman of the
Reference Committee on Amendments to the Constitution and
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